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RESULTS 

 Membership renewed with AASHE;  UNH members have full access 

to nationally used tools and resources 

 

 Campus waste survey deployed week of September 16 

 

 A detailed waste program description with map has been added to the 

UNH Recycling and Waste Program webpages to inform stakeholders 

about current programs 

 

 Held the first annual Recycling Drive during UNH’s Freshman 

Move-In Day Event 

 Use of AASHE tools and support to establish and 

meet specific goals 

 

 Re-establishment of UNH Facilities-led Campus 

Sustainability Committee 

 

 Continued engagement of campus community  in 

sustainability projects.  
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State of the 

Program 

 Describe the current municipal solid waste and recycling system at 

UNH through observation, research, and staff interviews. 

 

 Research best practices and program achievements from universities 

recognized for sustainability.  Use benchmarking to understand 

current performance. 

 

 Develop campus waste survey to discover the predominant 

awareness, attitudes, and behaviors concerning UNH waste program 

features. 

 

 Author UNH webpages to share valuable information about campus 

waste programs.  Develop and post campus waste map to webpage. 

 

 Facilitate collaboration among campus stakeholders including 

faculty, staff, and student organizations.  

 Describe the current state of  campus waste programs: municipal 

solid waste (MSW) and recycling 

 

 Benchmark UNH’s program in relation to universities recognized for 

excellence in sustainability 

 

 Investigate stakeholder awareness levels, attitudes, and behaviors 

 

 Engage the campus community in continued   waste program 

awareness and improvement 

 

STARS Program Overview 

 

What is STARS? 

STARS is an innovative, voluntary self-reporting framework for 

colleges and universities to gauge progress toward sustainability 

and be recognized for sustainability leadership. 

 

What are the goals of STARS? 

  Provide a guide for advancing sustainability in all sectors of 

higher education, from education and research to operations and 

administration. 

  Enable meaningful comparisons over time and across institutions 

by establishing a common standard of measurement for 

sustainability in higher education. 

  Create incentives for continual improvement toward sustainability. 

  Facilitate information sharing about higher education sustainability 

practices and performance. 

  Build a stronger, more diverse campus sustainability community 

and promote a comprehensive understanding of sustainability that 

includes its social, economic and environmental dimensions.  

 

What are the benefits of participating in STARS? 

There are several benefits associated with being a STARS 

Participant. STARS will help schools set and meet sustainability 

goals and will foster information sharing about practices and 

performance among the campus sustainability community. All 

schools that participate in STARS will receive positive recognition. 

Schools that register now will be recognized as STARS Participants. 

Being able to claim a STARS rating can help an institution reap 

marketing and recruitment benefits of sustainability leadership. 

 

How is STARS organized? 

Institutions earn points in three main categories: Education & 

Research; Operations; and Planning, Administration & Engagement. 

Each of these categories includes subcategories such as 

Purchasing, Curriculum, Energy, and Human Resources. There is 

also an Innovation category to recognize pioneering practices that 

aren’t covered by other STARS credits. 

Continual 
Evaluation and 
Improvement 

0.00

0.05

0.10

0.15

0.20

0.25

0.30

University of
California,

Irvine

American
University

University of
California,

Santa
Barbara

Cornell
University

Stanford
University

Dickinson
College

University of
Connecticut

University of
California,

Davis

Green
Mountain

College

Georgia
Institute of
Technology

University of
New Haven

To
n

s 

Waste Production per FTE for The University of New Haven 

in Comparison with the Sierra Club's 2013 "Ten Coolest Schools" 
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*FTE: Full-time equivalent based upon a  UNH standard 30% factor for adjusting part-time students and employees 
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https://stars.aashe.org/pages/get-involved/stars-participant-benefits.html

